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 REVIEWS. 67

 type, bibliographical references are numerous, and statistics are quoted. The
 later chapters on mining and trade are not so comprehensive as the earlier ones
 on agriculture, and the author, while he quotes percentage values in his statis?
 tical matter, does not appear to have discovered that most of the numerical
 facts which he gives are proportionally constant within a small margin of error.
 For example, in regard to oats production he specifically refers to the years
 1909 and 1910, and states that the production in Europe is 56 per cent., in North
 America 29 per cent., etc, when it is possible to say that the Russian Empire
 produces a quarter, the United States one-fifth, Western Europe (Germany,
 France, Belgium, Holland, and Denmark) one-quarter, and the British Empire
 one-eighth?which includes Canada one-fourteenth, and the United Kingdom one-
 twentieth?of the world's oats. In the section on mining, references to tin, man-
 ganese, and mica appear to be lacking.

 B. C. W.

 Educational Books.

 ' A Text-book of Geography.' By G. Cecil Fry. (London: University
 Tutorial Press. 2nd edit. 1911. Pp. xxi., 465. Maps. 4s. 6d.) The author
 is to be congratulated upon the demand for a second edition of this work. It
 has given the opportunity for a certain amount of expansion, though a book of
 this title, covering the whole field of mathematical, physical, and regional geo?
 graphy, must always suffer from severe condensation. It would be interesting
 (if it were possible) to investigate the question whether the impression of
 important facts or names by means of a sprinkling of heavy type provides the
 memoria technica which is so often attempted. To this edition some thirty new
 maps and diagrams have been added. They include fifteen coloured maps, which
 had been better omitted or executed (as they might have been) in black and
 white. In design, and especially in colouring, they are of the crudest descrip.
 tion, and most of those in the copy before us have suffered disaster in the
 printing press.

 ?' The Scholar's Geographical Exercise Book.' (Edinburgh: W. & A. K.
 Johnston. Pp. 46. N.d. 4d.) This useful book contains outline maps of the
 world (Mercator and Mollweide projections), the continents, and the principal
 divisions of them, of a convenient size for working exercises in distribution, etc.
 Every outline is given at least in duplicate. Several pages of squared paper for
 plotting curves are bound in the book, and the squares, as well as the outlines or
 the maps, are wisely printed in blue. No less wisely, the natural scale is given on
 most of the maps,

 0. J. R. H.

 * Geographical Diagrams and Land Forms: The British Isles.' By H. J.
 Snape, m.a. (London and Edinburgh: A. & C. Black. 1911. ls. 6d.) This
 collection of diagrams, pictures, and statistics contains in small space much
 useful material for class-work : some of the diagrams might be a little clearer in
 detail; the pictures are carefully selected. The questions are suggestive and
 useful in showing how the author would apply the data he has collected.

 'Progressive Course of Comparative Geography: Handbook and Key.'
 (London : G. Philip & Son. 1911. 5s. net.) This is a carefully prepared key to
 the text book bearing the same name. The author introduces and explains the
 scheme of the text-book, and makes general remarks on methods and equip-
 ment. The " answers " indicate, very naturally, the desired point of view, while
 it remains for the class-teacher to supply fuller details. Many suggestions are
 made with regard to books for reference and for collateral reading. The key is
 published at the request of teachers using the Progressive Course.

 F 2
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 'Blackie's Causal Geographies: Europe.' By H. J. Snape, m.a. (London
 and Edinburgh : Blackie & Son. 1911. 2s.) The text contains forty pages of
 general analysis of the continental features, and seventy pages to the British Isles
 and to the countries of the mainland respectively. It is carefully written and
 the diagrams are clear. The maps are in some cases of doubtful value, and the
 book is prefaced with a map showing the continental divisions of Asia. Diagrams
 showing mean annual rainfall are not of superlative importance. The work is
 the first of a series of three volumes dealing with the world.

 'The Oxford Geographies?Australia: physiographic and economic' By
 Grifrlth Taylor. (Oxford: Clarendon Press. 1911. 3s. 6d.) This book is to be
 recommended to teachers requiring a clear and concise account of the continent's
 condition. Care is taken to weigh and examine considerations with which the
 author is not entirely in accord. One or two small points will require attention
 in a second edition, e.g. not every one knows the precise meaning of the term
 "dago," and too much stress should not be laid on annual isotherms. Itdoes
 not, however, detract from an excellent text-book to venture to criticize what
 has been read with interest.

 ' General and Regional Geography for Students.' By J. F. Unstead and E. G. R.
 Taylor. (London : George Philip & Son. 1911. 6s.) This book is already in its
 second edition within a year of its first appearance. The authors have attempted
 to survey broadly the whole field of geography, and the title of the book points to
 its connection with examination syllabuses. The work, which is within the limits
 set very good, naturally is compressed in some parts into a very small compass.
 For instance, Central and Southern America have but seventeen pages, Africa
 twenty, Australia twenty. To compensate, however?the first part, dealing with
 World Geography, is very full, and with this part well mastered it is possible that
 the more sketchy portions of the book will be adequately supplemented by the
 students' grasp of principles. In any case, the authors, by their frequent refer?
 ences to larger works, evidently desire further reading on the part of the students.
 The treatment of natural regions deserves special mention.

 ' Guide to Geographical Text-books and Appliances.' Prepared by members
 of the Geographical Association. (London: G. Philip & Son, 1910. 55.)
 This volume is a most useful compilation for the school library and for teachers'
 reference libraries. It deals with the complete equipment of a "geography"
 teacher, and the search has been wide and exhaustive and the comments are to
 the point. Such a publication should not be allowed to get out of date, and an
 index of the authors would be desirable, for it is very difficult to trace whether a
 book of the character of, say, Redway's ' New Basis of Geography ' is included.
 The time and trouble taken in its compilation deserve general recognition from all
 teachers of the subject, Might one suggest that the Association should publish
 an additional list every three years, and carry out under the separate headings
 for each continent their scheme of reference to the "general" section of school
 text-books for all authors of whom mention is made ? While dealing with the
 teaching of geography, it should be noted that a chapter by H. N. Stephenson,
 m.a., appears in " Broad Lines in Science Teaching" (London: Christophers),
 which contains sound views, and is worth attention. Particularly, if read in con-
 junction with the other chapters in the book, it places the subject in relation
 to other branches of school work having equal and predominant claims as
 school subjects.

 ' Physical Geography for Schools.' By Bernard Smith, m.a., f.g.s. (London
 and Edinburgh: A. & C. Black. 1910.) This is a useful book written for the
 use of students in the higher classes of our schools under limitations of cost.
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 Most of the illustrations deal with the British Isles. This feature is commend-
 able. The author might have indicated more closely the type of school he had
 in mind. Much of the treatment is elementary in scope.

 'Commercial Geography.' By E. V. Robinson. 1911. (Chicago and New
 York : Rand McNally & Co.) This volume, by the Professor of Economics in
 the University of Minnesota, is mainly devoted to America and American
 expansion. For teachers in this country it has a place as a very full treat?
 ment of the commerce of the United States, and to one wishing to deal fully
 with the North American continent such a work would be invaluable as indicat-

 ing an American point of view, and illustrating it with a wealth of diagrams and
 statistics. Some of the maps are a little confused through abundance of
 detail. F. G. A.

 THE MONTHLY RECORD.

 EUROPE.

 Variations in the Apparent Level of the Mediterranean at Ischia.?
 Prof. G. Grablovitz has recently determined the mean level of the Mediter?
 ranean at Ischia by means of a long series of mareograph records, extending
 from 1890 to 1910 (Boll. della Soc. Sismol. Ital, vol. 15, 1911, pp. 144-153).
 During the first five years there was no marked change of level, after due
 allowance was made for variations in barometric pressure. In 1895, however,
 there was a sudden rise of 12 millimetres, or nearly half an inch. Since that
 year, with one exception, there has been a constant variation of level, not
 always in one direction; but on the whole, from 1894 to 1910, there has been
 a rise of 72*7 millimetres, or nearly 3 inches. A similar, though much less
 marked, rise has been ascertained from the mareograph records at Genoa. As
 Prof. Grablovitz urges the importance of such records in geodynamical investi-
 gations, it is evident that he attributes the apparent rise in the mean level of
 the sea to the gradual subsidence of Ischia.

 Russian Exploration in the Northern Urals.?The little-known northern
 extremity of the Ural range was, in 1909, the object of scientific exploration by
 an expedition led by the Russian geologist, O, O. Baklund, of which a con-
 densed narrative is given in Peter manns Mitteilungen for October, 1911.
 Arrangements having been made in advance for the laying of depots in the
 country to be traversed, the expedition left Obdorsk early in June with a large
 following of Ostiaks and their reindeer, which gave the caravan quite a
 patriarchal character. The west bank of the Ob was clothed with a low
 growth of alder and birch, while the higher slopes were overgrown with larch,
 which extended in small patches in the river-valleys up to the tundra. Four
 marches brought the party to the foothills of the Ural, at the exit of the
 Kharema from the mountains. A pass of 1650 feet led from this stream to the
 wider valley of the Kharov, and another from the latter's upper course to
 the wide basin of the upper Sob. Hence the view to the main water-parting
 in the west disclosed a snow-clad landscape, while eastwards dark slopes with
 but few streaks of snow prevailed. Not a sign of life was visible in either
 direction. When marching over the snow-fields, under a never- setting sun, the
 temperature of 59? Fahr. seemed unbearable. The water-parting between Europe
 and Asia is so slightly marked that the direction of the streams could only be
 determined by close inspection. On passing into the valley of the Kholing, the
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